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Dear Spotswood Family:

May I reiterate how wonderful it was to see so many of you at our first Spotswood Family Heritage Weekend last July in Fredericksburg, VA.  We now look forward with pleasure to the Spotswood Family Heritage Weekend in Williamsburg, VA on Friday, September 23 through Sunday, September 25, 2011.

We now call the gathering the Spotswood Family Heritage Weekend because it fits our pursuits and activities so well.  We will learn, explore and share our Spotswood Family history and lore, rather than the more commonplace family reunion picnics and social games. We do enjoy much social interaction, however.

At our last Spotswood gathering, the family voted to visit Williamsburg, VA September 2011.  As we investigated hotels and expenses, we chose to stay at the Williamsburg Woodlands, a hotel which has very good reviews and is in Colonial Williamsburg next to the Visitors’ Center; the hotel is still budget-friendly.  

We will visit the Governor’s Palace, which Alexander built, as well as Bruton Parish Church, for which Spotswood drafted the structure plans and 
where he worshipped.  Of course, we will visit the House of Burgesses where Governor Spotswood presided over the Council and represented the Queen in Virginia.
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Table of Contents
President General’s Message
Page 1
See You in September
Page 
1
Officers of SFD
Page 
2
Fort 
Christanna
Page 2
The Bishop’s Land
Page 2
Spotswood Heritage Weekend
 Preview
Page 
3
Orange Grove
Page 4
Grave of Colonel Lewis Burwell
Page 4
)

We are also going to tour the Shirley Plantation of King Carter in nearby Charles City, which has multiple Spotswood family connections. Take a look at Page 3 for some of the interesting relationships!  Friday’s dinner will feature a guest speaker from Shirley Plantation, who will regale us with stories of the historic Carter family and our connections to it.

There will be three discussion groups on Friday afternoon:

Dale Sayers will discuss visiting Highclere, Lady Butler Brayne Spotswood’s ancestral mansion in England 
Todd Long will discuss the Alexander Spotswood descendancy to Robert E. Lee
Spotswood Family Members will exchange and discuss personal and ancestral biographies.  [See sample included in packet.]

On Saturday night our banquet speaker, John Kincheloe, Faculty Distinguished Lecturer at Meredith College, will treat us to the intriguing history of Fort Christanna, Governor Spotswood’s Indian mission that offered protection and schooling to the tributary Siouan and Iroquoian tribes in Virginia.

Ginger and I are looking forward to seeing you in Williamsburg to celebrate our joint heritage!
	
		
		Warmest regards,

		Michael D. Frost, PhD
		President General

http://www.spotswoodfamily.org/
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The 
Bishop’s Land
Home of Archbishop John 
Spottiswoode
From 
Cassell’s
 
Old and New Edinburgh
, by James Grant
One of the most famous edifices on the north side of High Street was known as “the Bishop’s Land,” so called from having been the town residence of John 
Spottiswood
e
, Archbishop of St. Andrews in 1615, [Great-grandfather of Governor Alexander Spotswood] and son of John 
Spottiswood
e
, Superintendent of Lothian, a reform
er
 divine, who prayed over James VI., and blessed him when an infant in the cradle, in the Castle of Edinburgh.  From 
his father
,
 the Archbishop inherited the house
, which bore the legend and date as follows:
Blessit
 ∙ be ∙ ye ∙ Lord ∙ for ∙ all ∙ His ∙ 
Giftis
 ∙ 1578.
Consequently it must have been built when the Superintendent
, John 
Spottiswoode
 (whose father fell at Flodden) was in his sixty-eighth year
.
 
It
 was an edifice sufficiently commodious and magnificent to serve as a town residence 
for 
the 
Christian 
Primate of Scotland, who in his zeal to promote the designs of James 
I. 
for the establishment of 
Episcopacy,
 performed the then astounding task of no less than fifty journeys to London
 from Edinburgh and St. Andrews
. 
The ground floor of the mansion, like many others of the same age in the same street, was formed of a deeply-arched piazza, the arches of which sprang from massive stone piers.  From the first floor there projected a fine brass balcony, that must many a time and oft been hung with gay garlands and tapestry, and crowded with the fair and noble to witness the state pageants of old, such as the great procession of Charles I. to 
Holyrood
, where he was crowned by 
A
rchbishop
 
Spottiswoode
 as
 King of Scotland in 1633.  From this house, 
Spottiswoode
 
was obliged to fl
ee
, when the nation en masse resisted, with peremptory promptitude, the introduction of the
 English
 Liturgy
, which was considered
.  He took refuge in London, where he died in 1639, and was interred in Westminster Abbey.
 
)

[image: ] (
 … 
This fine old tenement, which was one of the most aristocratic on the street till a comparatively recent period, was totally destroyed by fire in 1814.
) (
Fort 
Christanna
Fort 
Christanna
 was 
a colonial fort laid out in 1714 by Virginia’s Governor Alexander Spotswood. The fort was built on a tract of land set aside for a trading post, as well as a site for rangers to patrol the area and keep peace, and as a home for the 
Saponie
 (the most common spelling at that time) people. Spotswood named the fort 
Christ-Anna
 for his religion and his queen.
The area that is now Brunswick County was then at the frontier of European expansion with settlers looking for new land. In 1714 Governor Spotswood, concerned with the protection of those pioneers as well as to the profits to be gained in the fur trade, received a charter from the General Assembly to build a fort in the wilderness on the 
Meherrin
 River. He established the Virginia Indian Company to do so. In addition, Spotswood gathered the remnants of the 
Saponie
 tribes in a place of safety, as they had been driven from their homeland by settlers and badly harassed by Iroquoian tribes. Life was busy at the fort. Rangers rode out da
y
s on circuits of the territory. Native Americans came in to trade their pelts, and for a while a school operated within the fort for Indian children. This activity slowed when the charter for the Indian Company was rescinded. By 1718 the school was closed and the funding for the rangers ended. Trade continued until 1722, and although some of the 
Saponie
 joined other tribes, some remained at the fort years afterward.
Article from
:
 
http://www.hmdb.org/marker.asp?marker=20199
)
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Taverns
In the 18th century, taverns provided comfortable lodgings as well as 
a 
place to gather for meals, conversation and entertainment. Proprietors prided themselves on serving meals using the freshest ingredients. Today, Virginia
’s
 historic dining taverns carry on these traditions by providing some of the 
atmosphere, entertainment and food 
of the 18th century
.
) (
Magazine “Powder Horn”
) (
In 1714, the General Assembly asked Gov
.
 Spotswood to build 
“
a good substantial house of brick
” 
to protect the colony's arms and munitions. 
H
e
 erected a tall
octagonal tower admired as 
“
an elegant 
safe Magazine, in the Centre of 
Williamsburgh
.
”
The spark that ignited the Revolution in Virginia was struck 
at the Magazine.
The night of April 20, 1775, L
t. 
Henry Collins stole toward the capital with a squad of 
R
oyal marines from H.M.S. 
Magdalen
. The
y had
 orders
 from Governor Dunmore
 to empty the arsenal and disable the muskets stored there.
 
Collins and his party were observed
.
 Drums were 
beat
 through the City
 to notify the inhabitants.
 
Most of Wil
liamsburg's population gathered 
on Market Squar
e; 
some talked of doing Dunmore harm. 
V
iolence 
was averted 
by persuading the crowd to send a delegation to the governor to demand an explanation. Dunmore said he had intelligence of 
“
an intended insurrection of slaves
”
 and wanted to keep the powder out of its reach. Unless he viewed the angry patriots as slaves, he was lying.
) (
Colonial Williamsburg
We will stay at the 
Williamsburg Woodlands
.  Th
is newer
 hotel 
near a pine grove 
is only
 
800 yards from 
the 
Governor's Palace, 15 miles from Newport News-Williamsburg Intl. Airport, 
and 
1200 yards from 
Bruton
 Parish Church
.
 
)



 (
Bruton
 Parish Church
I
n 1674 Marston Parish (1654) in York County merged with Middletown Parish 
(1633) 
to form 
Bruton
 Parish. The name honored the prominent 
Ludwell
 family and Governor Sir William Berkeley, whose ancestral homes were at 
Bruton
 in County Somerset, England.
 
In 1699, the General Assembly moved the colonial capital from Jamestown to Middle Plantation and renamed it Williamsburg. The influx of the governor and his entourage, and the legislature, as well as townspeople overwhelmed the small church.
 T
he General Assembly agreed to fund
 pews for the governor, council
 and burgesses.
 
In 1710 
Governor Alexander Spotswood drafted 
plans for the new structure. 
When they were members of the Virginia House of Burgesses, men who would lead the fight for independence and for creatin
g a 
) (
Shirley Plantation
Shirley Plantation is Virginia's first plantation. Founded in 1613, only six years after the first permanent English settlement at Jamestown, Shirley Plantation has been continuously owned and operated by the Carter family.  Robert “King” Carter (1663-1732), the wealthiest man in Colonial America, owned over 330,000 acres of land and more than 50 plantations. 
Anne Catherine
 Spotswood, daughter of Governor
 Alexander Spotswood
, married Bernard Moore in 1747.  Their daughter, Anne Butler Moore (175
0
-1809) married Charles Carter (1736-1806) of Shirley Plantation
 in November 1770
.
  
In 1771, Charles took possession of his inheritance and made numerous improvements to the property, after which he
 
moved into Shirley with his new wife
, Ann
.  
Charles
 
had been
 a widower with
 six children
;
 Anne
 presented him with 15 more! 
Concerned that his sons and daughters have business skills, as well as knowledge of music and dance, 
Charles employed tutors and sent 
his
 sons and some of 
his
 daughters to England to be educated. The Carter’s “lifestyle reflected his prominence, wealth and spirit of hospitality.  Shirley became the scene of elegant social and business gatherings.”
One of 
Charles and Anne’s
 daughters, Ann Hill Carter, married 
Henry 
“Light Horse Harry” Lee, then Governor of Virginia. 
But, 
Lee lost his money speculating on housing and business ventures and deserted his wife and children.  Ann returned home to Shirley with her 
young ones. 
Ann and Lee’s
 fourth child was Robert Edward Lee, the future Commander-in-Chief of the Confederate Army during the Civil War.
)
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new
 government 
worshiped at
 
Bruton
. George 
Washington,
 
Thomas Jefferson
, 
Patrick Henry 
and
 
Gov. Alexander Spotswood all 
attended when 
)






 (
the
 
legislature was in session.
)
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Orange Grove
Generation One
Governor Alexander Spotswood
 obtained patent to the "Alexandria" tract in 1728. It contained 28,000 acres along the south shore of the 
Rapidan
, including Lake of the Woods. Alexander requested his heirs to hold the l
and.
Generation Two
Alexander’s
 son, 
Col. John Spotswood
,
 inherited his father's property and established his seat at Newport, a 2800 acre farm 
four
 miles south of Fredericksburg. Col. John Spotswood died at the young age of 31. His sister
,
 Katie and her husband
,
 Col. Bernard Moore
,
 became guardians to John's sons, Alexander and John, and a trustee of the estate.
Capt. John Spotswood
 
f
ounded Orange Grove plantation in the Wilderness, Virginia, part of his father's and grandfather's land.
1790s - Orange Grove was one of the prominent residences in Orange County. While there is no surviving description of the 
mansion, it is known that 
John was noted for his hospitality, and his home was a favorite stopping place for Orange County gentleman, going to Fredericksburg on business or for pleasure.
Capt. John Spotswood died in 1800 leaving all his land in Orange County to his son John
 III
.
Generation Four
1816 - 
John 
Spotswood
 
III
 did not follow his great-grandfather's advice to hold the land. John advertised for sale, "My saw-mill tract of land, situated on the lower end of Orange County, containing about 1200 acres."
1825 - His daughter Mary's wedding was held at the house
.
1826 - Gold was discovered in this area of Orange County. For three years John Spotswood
 III
 received $3,000 income from the mines.
1833 - John divided his land between sons
,
 Richard and John 
Rowzie
. He gave John 
Rowzie
 the 500 acr
es parcel called 
Orange Grove.
1835 - John died at his residence on April 13
 and was buried on the property
. His wife, Mary Goode Spotswood, 
died at
 
Orange Grove 
Plantation 
March 184
7
.
Information
 f
rom 
http://www.hmdb.org/marker.asp?marker=19156
) (
Grave of Colonel Lewis Burwell
Received from
 SFD Member, Pete Rainey
Transcription
Col. LEWIS BURWELL
of 
Stoneland
 and son of Armistead Burwell, 
& Christian Blair
,
 his Wife
,
born
 in Williamsburg Sept. 26
,
 1745,
and
 Died July 2
,
 1800.
Commanded a 
Regiment
 in the war of the Revolution.
 14 years a member of the Va. Legislature, 
married 
Ann Spotswood,
 
granddaughter of Alex. Spotswood, Gov. of 
Va.
  
Mar. 24
,
 1768.
CHILDREN
MARRIED
Mary
Col. 
Sam'l
. Goode,
Armistead
Lucy Crawley,
Ann
Jno
. Ravenscroft Bishop of N.C.,
Elizabeth
Ed. Tabb, 
Jno
.  
Woods, 
Christian
Wm. Hamblin, 
Lewis
Sally Green,
Panthea
Ric'd
 .
 Boyd,
Blair  
Elizabeth Hatcher, 
2nd
Delia Harris,
Spotswood  
Polly Marshall, 
Matilda  
Alex Boyd, 
Harriet 
Died in infancy
H
is Wife
,
 
Ann
 Died Feb. 14
,
 1789.
http://homepages.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~hobart/burwell/grave_of_col_lewis_burwell.htm
)
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Generation Three
John’s
 youngest son, 
Capt. John Spotswood
 fought in the Revolutionary War at Brandywine and Germantown. He was severely wounded and taken prisoner. By personal intervention of General Washington, he was released and returned to the Fredericksburg area.
) (
Captain John Spotswood 
)
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